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TEACHING PHILOSOPHY 

 

Creating artwork requires ingenuity, curiosity and confidence. My approach to studio 

education builds these skills through lectures, reading and writing assignments, demonstrations, 

and assigned studio projects to keep my students engaged and motivated, and ultimately to 

create life-long learners with a passion for art. My life and career have been shaped by 

supportive, challenging instructors who grew my understanding and appreciation for art. My 

passion for teaching comes from the knowledge that fostering the next generation of brilliant 

artists is valuable work. I love seeing students grow their creativity and deepen their appreciation 

of how art and design impact so many aspects of our daily lives. 

My overarching goals in the classroom are to encourage diverse modes of thinking and 

making, to foster curiosity in the studio and beyond, to expand my students’ horizons through a 

study of art history, and for my students to build a strong design vocabulary for confident 

communication about their work. 

My classes are organized and structured. I hand out a detailed course schedule at the 

beginning of the semester and I communicate concrete goals and expectations for every 

assignment. Clear communication and organization on my end set an example of 

professionalism, and chart a course for student success. 

I introduce course material several ways: 

  I assign readings and written responses. The students expand on their written 

responses through roundtable discussion.  

 I introduce new concepts with lectures that rely heavily on visual aids, and I 

encourage questions and debate from my students to keep them involved in the 

learning process.  

 I introduce media and technical skills with studio demonstrations, and then I work 

alongside the students, guiding them through hands-on practice.  

 I assign projects that allow students to further develop specific skills and 

accomplish a specific goal while allowing them to explore, problem-solve and 

find their unique point of view. Assigned projects sometimes require collaboration 

with other students, and always provide an opportunity for students to engage in 

critique practice together.  



This varied approach allows students to create their own work while they develop their 

art writing and learn about a broader context for art and design. 

I build in time to explore a wide variety of art media in every course I teach. For example, 

in my painting classes, I teach traditional oil, acrylic and encaustic, plus a mixed media project 

and an “expanded field” project that bring painting outside of wet media on the rectangular 

canvas. In 2-D design, I teach collage, painting, repeat patterning, hand lettering, and other 

skills in conjunction with the elements and principles of design to encourage experimentation 

outside of a student’s comfort zone. I also strive to introduce my students to traditions and ideas 

in art from female artists, artists of color, and artists from all corners of the globe. Diverse 

strategies and perspectives enrich our understanding of our own voices, which strengthens our 

work. 

Teaching is about encouraging a student to learn and grow even after the class is over, 

and I strive to encourage curiosity and wonder in my students. One way I approach this is 

through independent research projects on artists, movements, and contemporary practices. 

Once I have connected with a student and learned about their individual goals and ideas, I 

give them a list of topics and artists to explore and fold into their work. It reminds the student that 

the world is wide and there is always more to encounter and learn.  

I support students in reaching for new influences and experiences. I hand out a list of 

web links to galleries, museums, blogs, websites, periodicals, etc. in an effort to connect my 

students to contemporary art practice. I also share and discuss reviews and news in class about 

art happenings on the local and international level.  This ensures that the students are 

encountering unexpected ideas and artworks, and I believe it drives them to look further and 

visit museums and art spaces on their own time and become active in their own education as 

emerging artists and dynamic participants in their creative community. 

This dovetails with my goal of folding art history into my courses. Student artists are 

susceptible to re-inventing the wheel due to lack of exposure to the rich histories of visual art. 

Learning art history provides context for our work in the classroom. As the students learn new 

technical approaches and learn to develop their own concepts, I assign reading and show 

videos and images to expand their frame of reference. This material helps to contextualize the 

student’s ideas and push them further. I also encourage students to educate one another on art 

history through presentations. This is an important part of my approach, because it engages 

each student in the process of discovery. 

The presentations also serve my goal of building student confidence. Art students 

sometimes struggle to articulate their thoughts and ideas about visual work due to a limited 



design vocabulary. I tackle this by creating a comfortable space for students to work on visual 

thinking and verbal communication.  

My approach to teaching critique practice involves learning art and design vocabulary 

as the touchstone for helpful commentary, learning to avoid free association and personal 

preference in commentary on peer artwork, learning to deliver criticism clearly and without 

insulting the artist, and learning to recognize experimentation, creativity, improvement, and 

thoughtful planning as success. At the beginning of every course, I make sure the students learn 

one another’s names and I teach them that we are all here to be a constructive, helpful force in 

our learning community. My students know that they are encouraged to challenge and 

question one another, and that they will receive honest feedback on their ideas in a caring 

environment. This allows them the space to build their own style of effective communication.  

My teaching philosophy is founded on the belief that all students benefit from an 

organized, structured delivery of material, and that my role is to empower the student to keep 

learning after the class concludes. Not every student will go on to become an artist or designer, 

but every student has interesting thoughts to contribute, and every student benefits from 

creative growth. I teach my students to manipulate materials, and encourage them to create 

and communicate. I teach them to appreciate art and love learning. 

 

 

 


